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Message
from the CEO

Welcome to the June issue of Thrive. With World Environment Day taking
place on Wednesday, 5 June, this month’s magazine focuses on sustainability
and the environment.

On pages 4 and 5, we share a feature about a Living Gems homeowner who
emphasises the importance of sustainable eco-friendly practices in daily life. And
on pages 16 to 17, read our handy guide of expert tips about how to achieve energy
savings with smart, sustainable hacks you can put into action straight away.

At our Amber by Living Gems resort in leafy Logan Village, it’s been fantastic to

see homeowners getting plenty of use out of the stunning new Country Club. The
feedback from residents has been incredible and this magnificent facility has quickly
become the heart of the community. On pages 8 and 9, we spoke to Amber by Living
Gems Social Committee Member Lesley Hardacre about a new aqua aerobics class
in the clubhouse pool and what plans residents are brewing for more activities!

The Amber team was thrilled to host a public Open Day at the resort last month,

with more than 300 people taking the opportunity to tour the Country Club and

view the two-storey display homes. To see all the action from the day, turn to pages
10 to 15. Amber now has only four homes remaining, so if you're looking for a simply
lifechanging move to the resort, be quick to get in touch with our helpful sales team to
find out more (see page 18).

With the beautiful Living Gems Caboolture Riverfront now fully sold out, we took a
trip down memory lane with Chris and Judy Reilly who were among the resort’s very
first homeowners, as well as Sales Manager Glenys Lowry who was on deck from the
beginning. Turn to pages 6 and 7 to read the story.

At Living Gems resorts, we take pride in our friendly and vibrant communities -
there’s always something going on. For a snapshot of some of the fun activities and
the community spirit our homeowners enjoy, turn to pages 22 to 23 for the latest
Thrive Resort Round-up.

Thank you to all our residents who have been submitting shots for our monthly
photography contest. If you haven't had a chance to enter, don't be shy! Send us your
photos for a chance to be featured in Thrive as well as on our Facebook page (see
back page for details).

I hope you enjoy reading the June issue of Thrive.

Adrian Puljich
CEO




Final homes
selling at
Amber by
Living Gems

Amber by Living Gems is nearly
sold out, with only four homes
remaining.

Amber by Living Gems Sales
Manager Tameeka Manson said
after just three and a half years,
sales at the resort were about to
draw to a close.

“For buyers who are ready for a
simply lifechanging move, this is
the last chance to buy a brand-
new home. It’s so exciting to see
Amber by Living Gems almost fully
sold and to have the privilege of
watching this lovely community
come together over the past few
years,” she said.

In addition to two premium single-
storey homes, two exclusive
double-storey homes remain - the
230.45 sgm Stanley design.

The single-storey homes offer
options for two and three bedrooms
and between 186.69 sqm and
239.66 sgm of living space. Designs
include the stunning Noosa - which
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is on a highly sought-after perimeter
corner block with a huge yard and
gorgeous garden, and the York, a
special RV home with a big yard and
no rear neighbours.

These last single-level homes,
located in Stage One, are priced at
$950,000.

“For buyers with a caravan or boat,
our final RV-friendly home is sure
to impress. This beautiful home
also has our upgraded signature
collection inclusions for those extra
luxurious touches. These include
timber flooring, high-end 2pac
cabinetry with Shaker-style finishes,
coffered ceilings in the living and
dining rooms, stylish panelling in
the hallway and living area, built-

in speakers and surround-sound
systems, and so much more,” said
Tameeka.

“The remaining two-storey homes,
priced at $855,000, are also in
Stage One and within walking
distance of the newly opened
Country Club,” said Tameeka.

“These homes come with
contemporary elevators plus

stairs, have three bathrooms plus a
powder room, and boast a generous
array of standard inclusions that
add to their appeal,” she said.

“From beautiful kitchens with
stylish stone splashbacks, built-in
dishwashers and refrigerators to
charming plantation shutters on the

front windows, extra-high ceilings and
wonderful open-plan living areas, the
double-storey homes are designed
with style and comfort in mind.”

Peacefully nestled on ten hectares
in the heart of the Logan Village
area, Amber by Living Gems is

a master planned community
designed to embrace an idyllic rural
lifestyle with all the convenience

of local shops, restaurants and
amenities only minutes away.

The resort’s recently completed
$10.5-million Country Club
features a wide range of social and
recreational facilities, including

a fully-equipped gym, heated
swimming pool with spa, barbecue
pavilion, bowling green, pickleball
court, cinema, ten-pin bowling alley,
and more.

When finished, Amber by Living
Gems will comprise 231 homes.

Contact the Amber by

Living Gems sales team
To find out more about the
final homes at Amber by Living

Gems or book a site tour, call
1800 317 381.
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Safeguarding the
environment

Sustainability key to a
healthy future for all

Sustainability is the ability to maintain or support a process
continuously over time, and that is exactly what Amber by Living
Gems homeowner Sharon Martin strives to achieve every day within
her own environment.

The mother of six children and grandmother of six, who is originally from
Wollongong, south of Sydney, believes caring for the environment and adopting
daily sustainable practices, is the greatest gift anyone can give to future
generations.

“We need sustainability for our health and the good of the environment, and
taking action now is going to be so important for our children, their children, and
families in the future,” she said.

Sharon, 58, said practicing environmental sustainability helps to preserve our
natural resources and uphold the ecological balance, all while safeguarding the
welfare of both present and future generations.

“Communities like ours that incorporate sustainable practices can benefit from
cleaner water and air, and reduced exposure to toxins, which can ultimately
lead to fewer health issues and an overall better quality of life,” said Sharon.

She said there were many ways people could help the environment.

“Using energy-efficient appliances and renewable energy sources are a couple
of things | do. Plus, people could also choose cleaner modes of transport like
cycling where possible, all of which will reduce their carbon footprint.”

Other options include using products that are made of biodegradable or
recycled materials and limiting waste by practicing the principles of ‘reduce,
reuse, recycle’, as well as being mindful of water and energy consumption.

Sharon makes a habit of turning off power points and switches in the meter box
when not needed and admits to being frugal with her use of electricity, including
switching the lights off when she goes out.

“Creating habitats like gardens can also support biodiversity,” said Sharon, who
likes to grow her own herbs, fruit and vegetables. She is also keen to see the
establishment of a community garden in the near future.

Sharon supports the residents’ bottle recycling service at Amber by Living
Gems.
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In addition, she is keen to keep
stingless native bees which are known
to be essential for our ecosystems
and great for the environment.

“When | was young, my dad and
uncle were both beekeepers. Bees
are great for many reasons. They
aid in the pollination of plants and
crops and are champions of cross-
pollination. Keeping bees also helps
other fauna and flora to flourish by
providing nectar and pollen, which
in turn helps them to reproduce and
build healthy populations.”
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“We've lived in Brisbane’s western suburbs, then moved to Scarborough, and

seven-and-a-half years ago, to here at Living Gems Caboolture Riverfront,”
said Judy.

“We just love it here and our daughter agrees that it’s been the best move
we’ve made.”

The Reillys were among the first people to move into Living Gems
Caboolture Riverfront.

“We were still looking for the right over-50s lifestyle community when we put

our home on the market,” said Chris. “That sold very quickly — within a couple of

days - so we needed somewhere we could move into straight away.”

That led them to Living Gems Caboolture Riverfront which was under
construction. At the time, only the entry boulevard and a display home had
been completed.

“It was mostly muddy paddocks back then! We had to get hard hats from the
dongas where the site workers were,” said Chris. “But we were so impressed
with the home. It had everything we needed, so we bought it immediately.”

Living Gems Caboolture Riverfront Sales Manager Glenys Lowry recalls
those days well. “Our first sales office was at Morayfield Shopping Centre,
she said. “Then we moved into a donga while the resort was being built.”

She said early homeowners would help her set up for sales events, including
driving visitors around in the resort bus.

It wasn’t too long before a community started to grow with new residents
quickly made to feel welcome.

“Before we had the Country Club, we had parties in the street where everyone
would bring a table and a few chairs,” said Judy. “In fact, our street still gets
together once a month. Last month was an Italian night where everyone
brought an Italian-inspired dish.”

The Reillys are keen travellers, so having a secure home for their caravan
was another factor that influenced their decision to move to Living Gems
Caboolture Riverfront.
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“Our van was on the street where we
lived at Scarborough, which wasn’t
terribly secure, but we don’t have to
worry about that here,” said Judy.

The couple started a caravan club
with fellow homeowners travelling in
convoy to some beautiful destinations
around the country. Their most
recent adventure took place in

May - a week-long trip north to
Rainbow Beach with its golden sandy
beaches, striking coloured sands and
refreshing rain forests.

“Our group was one of the first
established at the resort and it’s still
going strong,” said Chris.

But it is at the resort itself where the
most funis had.



“The facilities at Living Gems
Caboolture Riverfront have always
had the ‘wow’ factor,” said Glenys.
“The homeowners take so much
pride in the Country Club and it still
looks like new today.”

The Country Club is the heart of the
resort and is used daily for games,
exercise classes, and more.

“We have a monthly breakfast there,”

says Judy. “Then there’s the regular
entertainment!”

In addition to the live artists booked
to perform at the Country Club, the
homeowners are also big on talent.

“Our son and daughter-in-law visit
regularly to run karaoke nights which
are always great fun,” says Judly.

livinggems.com.au
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Glenys said she has been privileged to
be there at the start of the resort and
to return to sell the last dozen homes.

“This location is such a special one
because it is so close to everything -
from bus stops and the train station,
as well as to shopping,” she said.
“And now, more recently, we have a
shopping centre open that is so close

our homeowners are popping down
there all the time.

“The community of Living Gems
Caboolture Riverfront will ways
have a special place in my heart.
One of the things | noticed very
early on was how friendly and
supportive the homeowners were,
and they still are today.”

June 2024
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Loving the
Country Club

Aqua aerobics makes a splash

Homeowners at Amber by Living Gems are loving their recently
opened Country Club, and the new aqua aerobics lessons organised
by homeowners have attracted plenty of interest from the get-go.

Sales Manager Tameeka Manson said residents were enjoying the much-
anticipated facilities including the ten-pen bowling alley, bowling green, craft
and games rooms, cinema, heated swimming pool and spa, and more.
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“Residents are thrilled to be using
the facilities, with the golf simulator,
card games, and swimming among
the popular activities,” she said.

“Homeowners are very much looking
forward to hosting more events in
the grand ballroom once the bar has
its licence too.”

Given many residents have been
interested in doing aqua aerobics at
the resort, Amber by Living Gems
Social Committee Member Lesley
Hardacre enlisted an aqua aerobics
instructor.

“A few of us were going on the Amber
resort bus to the local swimming
pool for classes and many people
said they’d be interested in having



the classes at the resort when our
pool opened,” Lesley said.

“After only a few weeks of classes

at the resort, which are held each
Monday at 9:30am and 10:30am, we
have 29 participants in each class.”

Barbara Whiteside and Lesley are
continuing to coordinate the aqua
aerobics, and their third volunteer,
Marjie Graham, has now moved
across to coordinating a fitness
group. Barbara is also taking on the
big job of organising the resort’s
Cancer Council Australia’s Biggest
Morning Tea this month.

Lesley herself has been doing aqua
aerobics on and off for 40 years,
ever since she had her children.
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“Aqua aerobics is a great workout
and gently increases your pulse and
breathing rate, so it’s good for heart
health, and strengthening and toning
muscles,” she said.

“It’s a good way to keep fit but it

also fosters a wonderful sense of
camaraderie and fun through shared
laughter.”

According to Harvard Health, water-
based exercise advantages include:

» Being gentler on the joints, as your
body becomes buoyant in water.

o Burns more calories and works
more muscles, due to the resistance
encountered in the water.

e Provides a combination workout,
of cardio and strength training.

Homeowners interested in doing the
aqua aerobics classes can contact
Lesley and Barbara to go on the wait
list (now needed due to the quick
uptakel). They are exploring a night
class or a weekend class too in the
future, given the popularity.

“The clubhouse is lovely and as soon
as everything is up and running, we
are looking at having so many events
- some will be ticketed and some
free. We’ve had our first monthly
free entertainment on a Sunday
afternoon where a singer performed
on stage, with quite a few residents
taking to the dance floor.”
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So much to see

Amber’s Open Day a big success
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Amber by Living Gems was
brimming with more than 320
visitors and residents at its highly
successful public Open Day.

The event gave everyone an opportunity
to experience the very best of what the
resort had to offer, including a chance

to view the beautifully appointed two-
storey Stanley display home and the
recently opened $10.5-million Country
Club with its extensive array of first-
class facilities.

Tours of the display home were
conducted throughout the day with
participants impressed by the high
quality of workmanship on show.

On what was a beautiful sunny day,
guests were equally delighted with

the stunning Country Club and its

many facilities, which ranged from
ten-pin bowling, a golf simulator and
magnesium-infused swimming pool to a
luxury cinema and hairdressing salon.

Chef Matt Conquest served up a
delectable range of sweet and savoury
treats, including delicious beef patty
sliders which proved a big hit. Guests
also enjoyed gelato ice cream, soft
drink, orange juice and coffee.

Resort managers, Christina and Peter
Koplick, were on hand to welcome
everyone to the four-hour Open Day
celebrations and said some attendees
were so impressed they didn’t want to
leave!

See all the day’s action, in our four-page
pictorial spread.

"Residents are thrilled to
be enjoying the facilities
in their very own, brand

new Country Club."

- Tameeka Manson, Amber by Living
Gems Sales Manager.
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Empowere

Expert energy-saving tips

From simple changes around the house to mindful energy
consumption habits, there are a range of practices homeow:
can adopt to reduce power bills and minimise the strain on
power grid.

If you're looking for some easy, practical tips to put into action strai
away, take a look at these seven energy-saving strategies to help
empower your household, plus do your bit for a more sustainable fi

16 Thrive
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Close blinds, curtains and doors
during very hot or cold days

Sunlight can significantly increase
the temperature inside your home.
Keep blinds and curtains closed
during very hot days, especially
during the hottest part of the day,

to block out solar heat. The same is
true for chilly days when you want to
keep warm inside the house.

Use fans strategically

Ceiling fans commonly consume less
electricity than air-conditioning units
and can be effective in cooling down
rooms when used correctly during
hot days. Ensure they are turned off
in unoccupied rooms.

Set air conditioning efficiently

If using air conditioning, set the
thermostat as high as comfortably
possible. Each degree higher

or lower can save on cooling

and heating costs. Consider
programming the thermostat to
adjust temperatures for the season.

Use solar energy
when it is abundant

Consider scheduling activities like
baking, stovetop cooking, using
dishwashers, washing machines, and
dryers when the solar PV system is
producing at its peak (between 9am
and 4pm). This will help maximise
the amount of clean and cheap
electricity used.

However, during overcast and

humid days, when solar panels are
not producing as much electricity,
consider minimising these activities
(at least during the hottest part of
the day), given these activities can
add extra heat to your home, thus
increasing the need for more cooling.

Maintain air-conditioning systems
a Regular maintenance of air

conditioners ensures they operate

efficiently and use less energy.

- PS Reducing hot water

Heating water is one of the biggest

energy users when washing clothes.
Washing in cold water saves energy
and money. However, be aware that

some machines need both hot and
cold water to function properly.

* * * Use efficient appliances

Appliances can account for around
25 percent of home energy use, so
choosing the most energy-efficient
appliance can bring savings. If it

is time to replace old appliances,
opt for energy-efficient ones.

Look for the ENERGY STAR label
when choosing appliances such as
fridges, washing machines, dryers,
televisions, and computer screens.

For instance, a 600-litre fridge rated
at 1-star costs approximately $2000
annually. The same fridge, rated

at 8 stars, costs around $950 per
annum to run, which is around half
the running costs of the less efficient
appliance.

Energy and water rating calculators

The Australian Government has created
energy and water rating calculators that will
allow you to compare products, including sizes
and options, and see the savings.

(=4 L=l Energy Rating Calculator
B  bitly/4dGbbrx

[EfsE  WELS - Product Search
[ bitly/3yuEX2n
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Our homeowners have been enjoying their new Country Club and recently
held a Biggest Morning Tea event which saw 200 attendees enjoy tasty treats
and raise funds for Cancer Council Australia. Congratulations to all involved!

Our construction team has been working extremely diligently as always, with
all concrete home slabs at Amber by Living Gems now completed, which is
an exciting milestone for everyone involved! With our team working at such a
tremendous rate, construction at Amber is currently on track for completion
prior to the end of 2024.

With only four homes remaining for sale, we invite you to attend our
Open Home on Thursday, 20 June between 10am and 12pm.

Our two stunning highset homes will be open for viewing, along with
information about our final two single storey homes, the impressive
York RV and Noosa designs.

Join us for a light morning tea and refreshments at our impressive new
country club and find out why so many new homeowners have found
their move to Amber by Living Gems to be simply lifechanging.

e

RSVP by Tuesday, 18 June by phoning 1800 317 381 or by emailing
ambersales@livinggems.com.au.




Embrace all
things green in
Logan City!

[t is easy to be green in Logan, with so many
sustainability initiatives and green spaces for
residents to use!

If you're looking for some inspiration ahead of World
Environment Day, we have some options to explore.

Logan Recycling Market

If you value the saying ‘one person’s trash is another
person’s treasure’, you will probably love the Logan
Recycling Market. Enjoy browsing the aisles for a one-
of-a-kind treasure. Every sale helps charities in the City
of Logan Mayor’s Charity Trust. Items for sale include
clothing, bric-a-brac, hardware materials, toys, furniture,
appliances, bicycles and building materials.

Location: 41 Recycle Way, Heritage Park on Fridays,
Saturdays, or Sundays from 10am to 3pm, excluding
public holidays.

Details: logan.gld.gov.au/recyclingmarket

NOOSsa

[
—— ]

3 2 2

Experience luxurious living in this stunning
Noosa design home. Located on a large
highly sought-after perimeter corner block,
with a huge yard and gorgeous garden

and no neighbours behind, this premium
three-bedroom home features seamless
indoor-outdoor living. The private master
bedroom is a sanctuary set at the rear of the
home and includes a double-vanity ensuite
bathroom and a spacious walk-in robe.

livinggems.com.au
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Men’s Shed

Men’s Sheds are non-profit organisations that aim to
improve men'’s health, while working on meaningful
projects in the company of others. The Logan Men’s Shed
has approximately 30 members ranging from 30 to 90
years old.

Location: 21-23 Wharf Street, Logan Village

Details: Phone 0402 897 900 or visit
loganvillagemensshed.com.au/

Run Group

Discover Logan’s spectacular green spaces with the
Berrinba Runners. Walk or run to develop your fitness

in a friendly, supportive, and safe environment. The first
session is free, and then it is a $45 joining fee to become
amember.

Location: Berrinba Runners meet on Thursdays at 4:45pm
at Berrinba Wetlands, Wayne Goss Drive, Browns Plains.

Details: logan.gld.gov.au/events/event/1736/run-group-

Logan Village Green

Logan is home to some unique playgrounds and
parklands. Among them is the Logan Village adventure
playground. Perfect to spend the afternoon with the
grandchildren, with a mega slide, birdhouse, inground
trampolines, skatepark, and a long flying fox. Ideal for
family gatherings and picnics.

Location: 11-15 Logan Street, Logan Village.

$950,000
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At Amber by Living Gems, the
unveiling of their fabulous new
Country Club was a major event
which had residents and the
public very excited. Everyone

was impressed by the high quality
of workmanship, finishes and
furnishings and the vast array of
facilities such as a magnesium
pool and spa, ten-pin bowling alley,
movie theatre, golf simulator, sauna
and so much more. Homeowners
are enjoying the new facilities
immensely!

At the end of April, Anzac Day
brought many ex-servicemen

and women, and their supporters
together at several of our resorts
including Living Gems Maleny
where residents held a simple
ceremony at the memorial garden
behind the barbecue area which
featured wreath laying (made by
homeowner, Beverley), reading of the
Ode, the Last Post, and a minute’s
silence followed by Reveille.

Attendees also enjoyed a delicious
sausage sizzle followed by chocolate
fudge and traditional Anzac biscuits
while they reminisced, told stories
and shared memories about active
duty. A big thank you to Johhny, Jan
and crew for getting the barbecue
area, including the gardens, ready
and helping in the raising of the flag.

Also, to Lynette for organising the
function and to Pam and Matilda and
company for keeping things on track.
While it was an emotional day for
many, the spirit of the day was well
and truly captured by all.

At Sapphire by Living Gems, over
130 residents turned out to honour
Australians and New Zealanders who
served and died in all wars, conflicts,
and peacekeeping operations on
Anzac Day. This year marked the
109th anniversary of Australian and
New Zealand soldiers’ landing on the
Turkish coastline at Gallipoli during
World War One.

When it comes to helping charity,
Sapphire Gardens are at the
forefront. Always keen to help others,
they held a Biggest Morning Tea
party with many residents attending
and enjoying some scrumptious
cuisine. Money raised will benefit the
Cancer Council.

Always keen to mark special
occasions with a combined
celebration, residents at Sapphire
also held a special birthday get-
together for all homeowners who
celebrate their 80th birthdays during
2024. They held it at the local sports
club and had a wow of a time. Happy
birthday to you all!

If you would like to have your photos featured in the Thrive Resort
Round-up next month, or have a story idea to share, we'd love to hear
from you. Send your photos to us before the 15th of each month to
ensure your shots can be included in the next edition. Email us at

content@livinggems.com.au
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and Barbecue Beans

Beef up your winter menu

Ingredients

As the winter chill sets in, there’s nothing quite like cosying up with your loved ones
Serves 2 over a comforting, hearty meal.
400 g beef mince Chef Matt Conquest says his One Pot Baked Beef and Barbecue Beans recipe is the

perfect solution. The dish is not only simple to whip up but packs a healthy punch,
delivering a satisfying kick of spices to tantalise your taste buds. Best of all, using
1green capsicum, diced just one pot saves on the washing up too!

1 medium onion, diced

1tsp herb and garlic
seasoning Method

4 slices bacon, chopped 1. Preheat oven to 180 degrees C.

and pan cooked until cris
P P 2. Inaheavy bottom, oven-safe pot (like a Dutch oven) over medium heat,

1can beans, Matt add ground beef, onion, capsicum, garlic seasoning. Cook until the mince is
recommends a Mexican browned. Drain the excess liquid.

three-bean mix 3. Add cooked bacon crumbles, beans, spice mix and barbecue sauce. Stir to

2 cup barbecue sauce incorporate all ingredients either in the oven-safe pot or in a baking dish.
1tbsp Mexican spice or 4. Cover and bake for 40 minutes in the centre of the oven. When it’s done, the
USA-style spice mix beans should be hot and bubbly and thickened.

5. Serve warm with salad and fresh crusty bread.
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Frame that shot

Pretty as a picture! Living Gems’
popular photo competition returns
for 2024.

We're looking for creative
photographs that showcase why
the Living Gems lifestyle is simply
lifechanging.

They can be terrific travel
destinations, wonderful wildlife
photography or fabulous times with

Amber

1Manuka Road
Logan Village QLD 4207

1800 317 381

Caboolture Riverfront

176 Torrens Road
Caboolture South QLD 4510

1800 718 417

Gold Coast

70 Hansford Road
Coombabah QLD 4216

0755775899

livinggems.com.au

*Any artist images displayed within this publication are for illustrative purposes only. All information subject to change without notice.

friends. Entries are open to all Living
Gems homeowners.

The best photograph each month
will be featured on the back page of
Thrive magazine as well as on Living
Gems’ Facebook page.

Get snapping! The competition
will run until 1 November 2024.
Submissions should be sent to
content@livinggems.com.au

Pacific Paradise

596 David Low Way
Pacific Paradise QLD

1800 978 388

Opal
42 Quinzeh Creek Road
Logan Village QLD 4207

075547 2333

3010)%

225 Logan Street
Eagleby QLD 4207

0733861771

Guidelines for submitting
your photos

Photos must:
» Betaken by you
o Beatleast 2MB in size

 Include the location of the
photograph, along with
any interesting information
about the destination.

June Photo Winner

Jay sent us this evocative
photograph of the old

rail bridge just outside of
Tenterfield in New South
Wales. This heritage-listed
bridge was built in 1888,
inspired by Cornish viaducts
designed by renowned British
engineer Isambard Kingdom
Brunel, who is best known
for the Clifton Suspension
Bridge in Bristol.

Maleny

23 Macadamia Drive
Maleny QLD 4552

07 5429 6108

Sapphire

196 Logan Street
Eagleby QLD 4207

073804 7655
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